


Above: Michael Balon
Above Right: His sons, Mike and Ed

Michael Balon

Mike Baton and his brother Ed Balon, foremen of section gangs 17 and 18 at Backus, Pa.

include b

Son of Roh Balon and Ursula Sniek.
Born September 29, 1866

Died February 19, 1944
Emigrated from Poland around 1891

It is unclear how he ended up in Pennsylvania whe
he worked on the railroad. During this period, cos

mine companies were heavily recruiting Polish
immigrants. Working on the railroad was

considered a better job.
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St. Nicholas the Bishop in Rowne, Poland. It is likely that baptisms,
confirmations, marriages and deaths were held in this church.



Mary Kathrine
(Kasprzyk) Balon

Daughter of Marcellus
(Marceili) Kasprzyk and

Honoratha(Honora) Woycik
Born Septembers, 1873

Died March 5, 1928
Emigrated around 1891
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Michael Balon Rites
To Be Wednesday

Funeral services for Michael Balon
79, who died at Hie home of a
daughter, Mrs. Thomas ShlUlnger of
Bingham, at 1 o’clock Saturday
morning, February 19, will be held
Wednesday, February 23, at 9.15
o’clock from the late home in Bing­
ham and at 10 a. m from St. Jos­
eph’s church in Mt. Alton. Burial
will be in the St. Bernard cemetery
here

Mr Balon, a prominent resident
of McKean County for th** past 47
years, had been in ill health for a
number of years. His death was at­
tributed to complications.

Mr. Balon was an employe of the
B. R and P railway for a number
of xoai-s, retiring in 1932.

He was a member of the Bt. Jo­
seph's Catholic church at Mt.
Alton.

Survivors include six sons. Paul
Balon of Sweeny, Texas, Anthony
Balon of Cyclone, Edward Balon of
Bingham, John Balon of Mt. Jewett,
Bernard Balon of Mt. Pleasant
Mi* h.. and Michael Balon, of Mb
Carmel, Pa., and two daughters.
Mrs Shill Inger, with whom the
deceased resided, and Miss Rose
Balon. both of Bingham. Thirteen
grandchildren and two great grand -
children also survive.

FuneraJ errangements are unocr
t K o__ r< i r.-'rt 1 r»r>__ nfL-th*__ Wen IfTrnnoi-u 1_





The Balon Family Homestead
Left to right: Ed, family friend, Thomas Schillinger, Michael Balon

Left to right: Mike with Bernard on his lap, Paul, Johnny, Joseph, AJ



Bingham the town where Michael and Mary lived. Top left and bottom left are the
Balon Family Homestead today. Bottom right is the former Ed Balon home on property

Michael sold him. Top right is one entrance in to Bingham



St. Bernard’s School

Right: St. Bernard school where Balons
went when they aged out of the local
schoolhouse. This is likely the building
where the Balon kids went to school.

Left: Downtown Bradford. Some Balons and
Baileys lived in Bradford. It was a much

larger city than surrounding towns.

Right: St. Bernard Church in Bradford where
some family went to services and some family

events were help.

There have been five different parochial schools for the children

first a W00den schoolhouse iocated where the present dav St

*XJ!



Top and Bottom left: Bingham schoolhouse where the kids went to school
Top and Bottom right: St. Joseph Church in Mt. Alton. This is primarily where the family worshipped

had weddings, held funerals, etc. The church has since been moved from its original location-
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Michael's and Mary’s
children Rose, Mike and
Anthony are buried at

McKean County
Memorial Park.
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Services Monday
For Mrs. Bailey

Mis Margaret A Ballcv *0 nf
; I I MiiJhji t. widuv, df Brnja-
| min I Biiilev, dirM Friday at the
home nf her daughter, Mrs Eliza­
beth Plyler, 155 Douglas d

She leaven two sons, Ralph S
> Bailey, <>f Bradford, Pa , and ,1 D
Lynn B.iiley, of Fitchburg. ..

| four daughters. Mr s Mamie E
Burnell of Brookville Pa arid
Mtf. Plyler, Mra. Pauline Gwynn.*

i and Mrs Gladys Barth, all of
s Akron; 25 grnndrhildi t n and seven
great -grandt hlldren

Services will be held Monday nt
| ■ p. rn. at Mis. Plyler’s home with
I Rev (’ E Jones of Ihr Woodlan :

M E church, officiating.

Margaret Amelia Barr Bailey
Born May 6, 1886 in Pennsylvania

Died June 12, 1936 in Akron, Ohio
Daughter of James Barr and Elizabeth Schaffer

Benjamin Ira Bailey
Born January 16, 1860 in Pennsylvania

Died April 5, 1935 in Akron, Ohio
Son of Daniel Bailey and Catherine Rhoads

(Daniel's parents are Peter and Mary)

It appears the Baileys were prominent
citizens in Knoxdale based on the family
plot in the local cemetery. It appears their
children moved to different towns after
marriages, and Benjamin and Margaret

moved to Ohio with the 3 youngest
daughters.

BAILEY—Benjamin L, 75, 450 Douglas,
died April 5. Survived by wife, Mar­
garet A ; two sons, Ralph and Lynn; j
four daughters, Mrs. Mamie Barnett,
Mrs. Elizabeth Plyler, Mrs. Pauline
Gwynne, Mr:. Gladys Vaith: 19 grand­
children, itven great grandchildren and
sister, Mrs. Lavina Gould Services 3
p. m. Tuesday, at residence, Rev, C F, j
.Pm.1-, ,41 Um: ik. IiHmipm' IRme Hid
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Ralph Shields Bai|f;

Son of Benjamin and Margaret
Born December 2,1886

Died March 1972.
Grew up in Knoxdale and appears to

have met Myrtha locally. (I am still
researching all of the Baileys inthe

cemetery.) I cannot find an obituaryoi
gravesite for Ralph nor his 2nd wife.

Myrtha Elizabeth Myers

Daughter of John Myers and Mary Reitz
(More on Reitz family later)
Born December 1 7, 1887

Died April 25, 1939
It appears her family's farm was in close
proximity to Knoxdale. There are a lot of

Myers in the general area.
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Census records intially show Ralph as a coal miner
He and Myrtha moved their family to Bradford

sometime around 1928. In 1930, he is listed as a
laborer and in 1940 as a pipeline laborer.
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DEATH CL®
MRS. R BAILEY

Mis. Mirth a h Itzahe th Bailey. 51.
wit- ot Ralj >n Ballet ol 8d North
Kendall 3venue a resident ci this
ci’\ tor the pu wt 11 \ car . died last
• enintx at 8 25 o clock at the home
<4 her (Inin, h’e r Mrs Ruth T-’uller.
31 I’e.il I street

In ill health I or the pa. 1 13 weeks.
Mr- Bai!ev> de ; i' h \\ a *- < a used bv a
i ' >ii!; dv . l t 101 l (11 ailment

Mi Bailee v .1 DO! n in .Ji tleison
countx Derrinbei 17, 1887. and moved
to 'his citv 11 wars atro She was a
number ot ih<‘ Bradford (lospel
< i inch.

Surviving. he ides her husband are
■■lie son. Ira Bailev of Reynoldsville;
liw dauehti is Mrs Fuller and the
Mi.—e Zaro and Aldean Bailey of this
city Mn Clara \V< >1 1 rani; of Olean
atid M’ Beatrice Baku of Mot toon.
I.; ’ \ • biotin i. Irvine Myers of
Rid .s. i j .John Mver- ol Wells-
vi:'-’. foin > i tei. Mrs Scot! Kaylor

i Mi I-nnna Myer- Worthville,
P Ml Hall- Sh< W'-tull Of Knox-

am: Mr. Scoit Moore ol Rev-
, ■,.I a , > a n’., , .fi.ii. , >

1W
Thc bodv wa taken in charge by

Lunt r d Director Frank J McAllis-
'•! aid uas returned to the North
K' nduii ,:’a i-i]< r< ,-idence this afler-
i io< in

one of XyhT", a‘,he age of 51' She «least 7 children
ten ofl ha d !,f' 1' 17 (son Lyn" ab°''“> Fa™ly ®*>
was not regarded weHl‘r " lovin9 husband- RalPh We>

him beinn m ' ^,s 9ranchildren share storiesof
Both L;; Z m land abUSiVe tO his child-n and wife.

trip two counties awav^T^ bUried back in Knoxdale' a hard

family plot at Mt. PleasanTZ^ tHe BaHey
burial choice was a t errietery. It is hard to know ifthis
of care by Ralnh if ■ tO tbe klome community or the lack
have been exoens C°St WaS not a factor as tber6 must

The journev b ° <e bodies to a different county.
^ney by car today is over an hour away.



John Myers
Born July 18, 1852
Died May 1, 1922

It appears John lived his entire life in Knox
Township, Jefferson county, Pennsylvania.

Ramsaytown is an unincorporated
community outside of Knoxdale.

He was a farmer.
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NECROLOGY
JOHN A. MYERS

John A. Myers died on May 1 at
his home in Ramsaytown of heart
disease, aggravated by dropsy. He
was born in Knox township July 18,
1852, and had spent his entire life
in that community, following farm­
ing as a means of livelihood.

Mr. Myers is survived by his
widow and all of their eight children:
Emma and Isaac, at home; Melvin
and Thomas, of Ridgway; Mrs.
Harry Shovestull and Mrs. Ralph
BAily, of Knoxdale; Mrs. Scott Kay­
lor, of Worthville, and Mrs. Scott;
Moore, of Reynoldsville. Surviving I
sisters are Mrs. Harry Hoffman, of j
Sulger; Mrs. Albert Keil, of Pansy; I
Mrs. Nate Weaney, Reynoldsville,!
and Mrs. Isaac Heckman, Conifer.

Mr. Myers was a member of St.
.Matthew’s Lutheran Church. Fun­
eral services were conducted May 31
by his pastor, Rev. W. H. Brown, as­
sisted by Rev. J. J. Gruber, pastor
of the Summerville Presbyterian
Church. Interment was made in St.
Matthew’s Cemetery.

TWO DISTRICT MEETINGS

Per a local whose family has
lived in knoxdale a long time,

there are a number of Myers in
Jefferson County and specifically

in the Know Township and
surrounding areas. We were

unable to find John's parents on
ancestry but took pictures of any

Myers tombstones we found.

Mary MagdalineRet

Born April 4, I860
Died July 29, 1927

Daughter of Michael and
Elizabeth Boakman

(More about her parents later.)
Was born in Hazen Township
about 30 minutes by car. It is

unclear how Mary and John met
given the distance would be
considered great. The Reitz

name is considerable in
Brookville, the county seat of

Jefferson County, and in
surrounding areas.

The name is very common in th®
area so it is hard to sort the

relationships.



Mr Michael Reitz, of Allens Mills,
died at his home on Monday of this
week from a paraletic stroke, and was
buried on Wednesday at Hazen. De­
ceased was almost *7 years old.

* * - -- • i i -    . <. i A 1 *

Michael Reitz

Born February 13, 1824
Died April 18, 1910

Son of John Reitz and
Magdalena Smith

Michael was a farmer in the
community. I found his

baptismal record recorded in
Evangelical Lutheran and
Reformed Church listings.
Michael was baptized on

March 28, 1824.

o



Elizabeth Boakman
(Baughman)

Born 1826
Died May 18, 1875
Parents unknown

The name in parenthese is the name as
recorded on her husband's death

certificate. The name listed is the one
on the tombstone. Given the photic

spelling used at the time, it is unknown
which is correct although the

pronunciation is likely the same.
Michael and Elizabeth are buried in
Temple Cemetery outside of Hazen.




